
18 

48 CFR Ch. 1 (10–1–13 Edition) 1.602–2 

(b) No contract shall be entered into 
unless the contracting officer ensures 
that all requirements of law, executive 
orders, regulations, and all other appli-
cable procedures, including clearances 
and approvals, have been met. 

1.602–2 Responsibilities. 
Contracting officers are responsible 

for ensuring performance of all nec-
essary actions for effective con-
tracting, ensuring compliance with the 
terms of the contract, and safeguarding 
the interests of the United States in its 
contractual relationships. In order to 
perform these responsibilities, con-
tracting officers should be allowed 
wide latitude to exercise business judg-
ment. Contracting officers shall— 

(a) Ensure that the requirements of 
1.602–1(b) have been met, and that suffi-
cient funds are available for obligation; 

(b) Ensure that contractors receive 
impartial, fair, and equitable treat-
ment; 

(c) Request and consider the advice of 
specialists in audit, law, engineering, 
information security, transportation, 
and other fields, as appropriate; and 

(d) Designate and authorize, in writ-
ing and in accordance with agency pro-
cedures, a contracting officer’s rep-
resentative (COR) on all contracts and 
orders other than those that are firm- 
fixed price, and for firm-fixed-price 
contracts and orders as appropriate, 
unless the contracting officer retains 
and executes the COR duties. See 
7.104(e). A COR— 

(1) Shall be a Government employee, 
unless otherwise authorized in agency 
regulations; 

(2) Shall be certified and maintain 
certification in accordance with the 
current Office of Management and 
Budget memorandum on the Federal 
Acquisition Certification for Con-
tracting Officer Representatives (FAC– 
COR) guidance, or for DoD, in accord-
ance with the current applicable DoD 
policy guidance; 

(3) Shall be qualified by training and 
experience commensurate with the re-
sponsibilities to be delegated in accord-
ance with agency procedures; 

(4) May not be delegated responsi-
bility to perform functions that have 
been delegated under 42.202 to a con-
tract administration office, but may be 

assigned some duties at 42.302 by the 
contracting officer; 

(5) Has no authority to make any 
commitments or changes that affect 
price, quality, quantity, delivery, or 
other terms and conditions of the con-
tract nor in any way direct the con-
tractor or its subcontractors to operate 
in conflict with the contract terms and 
conditions; 

(6) Shall be nominated either by the 
requiring activity or in accordance 
with agency procedures; and 

(7) Shall be designated in writing, 
with copies furnished to the contractor 
and the contract administration of-
fice— 

(i) Specifying the extent of the COR’s 
authority to act on behalf of the con-
tracting officer; 

(ii) Identifying the limitations on the 
COR’s authority; 

(iii) Specifying the period covered by 
the designation; 

(iv) Stating the authority is not re-
delegable; and 

(v) Stating that the COR may be per-
sonally liable for unauthorized acts. 

[48 FR 42103, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 70 
FR 57451, Sept. 30, 2005; 76 FR 14545, Mar. 16, 
2011; 77 FR 12926, Mar. 2, 2012; 78 FR 37676, 
June 21, 2013] 

1.602–3 Ratification of unauthorized 
commitments. 

(a) Definitions. 
Ratification, as used in this sub-

section, means the act of approving an 
unauthorized commitment by an offi-
cial who has the authority to do so. 

Unauthorized commitment, as used in 
this subsection, means an agreement 
that is not binding solely because the 
Government representative who made 
it lacked the authority to enter into 
that agreement on behalf of the Gov-
ernment. 

(b) Policy. (1) Agencies should take 
positive action to preclude, to the max-
imum extent possible, the need for 
ratification actions. Although proce-
dures are provided in this section for 
use in those cases where the ratifica-
tion of an unauthorized commitment is 
necessary, these procedures may not be 
used in a manner that encourages such 
commitments being made by Govern-
ment personnel. 
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